William Warren Munroe
763 Beach Road
Qualicum Beach, BC
V9K 1S2
March 18, 2010
Honorable Ron Cantelon
Member of the Legislative Assembly - Parksville-Qualicum
East Annex , Parliament Buildings
Victoria, BC V8V 1X4
Sir,
Regarding my request last month, I continue to look forward to meeting with you to
explain the real methods used to create British Columbia’s Official Population Statistics.
As you can appreciate, because the people of British Columbia pay for these numbers,
and use them to justify opening and closing public and private facilities, as well as to
determine electoral boundaries, municipal insurance rates, and electric generation
requirements, etc., the reliability of these numbers is important.
For example. the report advocating the closure of the only secondary school in Qualicum
Beach, directs readers to BC Stats methods documents posted on the internet; however,
these documents do not provide the real methods used to create the population numbers.
The population estimates documentation is out dated, and does not include the addition of
telephone landline hookups as an indicator. Nor does it describe how data are arbitrarily
removed in an effort to reduce modeling error, nor other problems.
The population forecast does not explain that the numbers generated by the model are
then sent out of BC Stats for review and can be changed without informing the
Population Analysts, or clients. There are many other examples of unreliable information
having been provided to clients such as BC Hydro as well as ElectionsBC.
As the Population Analyst with the responsibility to be the provincial expert on
migration, I saw the real methods and reported my concerns to management and, as
required, to the Ministry responsible in the form of a grievance. Shortly there after, I was
ordered to gather my belongings, turn in my security pass, and to leave the BC Stats
building. My requests for arbitration continue to be denied.
As a Member of the Legislative Assembly, please advocate on my behalf, and on behalf
of British Columbians, that a fair, open, public hearing be allowed to proceed with regard
to the real methods used to create BC’s Official Population Statistics in an effort to
improve reliability.
Yours truly,

William Warren Munroe
Cc, British Columbia’s Members of the Legislative Assembly

